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Hon. P. Collier: That is unquestioned.

Mr. JOHNSTON: I am pleased to have
that admission from the leader of the Oppo-
sition. The Industries Assistance Board has
been a most valuable institution to the Gov-
crnment departmentas in respect of the col-
lgetion of outstanding debts. Through the
operations of the board the Government have
collected an immense amount of money due to
public revenue which otherwise would not have
been collected, and whiech during five years
have apgregated nearly three-quarters of a
million.

Hon, P, Collicr: In other worda revenuc
has benefited from loan funds to that extent.

Mr. JOINSTON: That is so. During the
five years the board has paid to the Lands
Tdepartment by way of land rents £307,358;
to the Agricultural Bank in interest, £220,848;
in water rates, £29,685; in State land tax,
£4,830; to the State Implement Works,
£37,167;
to the Civil Service settlement scheme £929;
the Tammin scttlement department, £641;
and in road boards rates £5,186, or a total
payment to Government departinents of
£720,787. That shows the measure in which
the State has benefited from the establishment
of this institution, It is certainly the hest-
revenue-collecting ageney the Government
have, 1 commend the Government on having
decided to continue the Act, and T congratu-
late the board upon the way in which they
have earried on. I regret that the Govern-
inent did not decide to make the board a
permancent institution instead of mercly con-
tinwing the bhoard for another year.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Why should it be eon-
fined to one industry?

Mr, JOHNSTON : It should not be confined
to one industry, but should be for all prim-
ary industries, as bas from time o time been
the ease. Tf we are to make it more nseful,
let ns do s0, do not let us reduce its utility
in any direetion. The faet that 500 returned
soldiers have recently come under the opera-
tions of the board is convineing proof that
the bhoard will have to be earried on.

Hon. P. Cellier: Why have two institutions
dealing with the man on the land? Why not
leave it to the Agricultural Bank?

Mr, JOHNSTON: The trustees of the Ap-
ricultural Bank are the members of the In-
dustries Assistance Board,

Hon. P. Collier: Still, they are operating
two separate Aets,

Mr. JOHNSTON: T have uo objection to
the comhination of those Acta if that will

make the work of the board more
ugeful. Apart from the scttlement
of returned soldiers the unfortunate

storms lately experienced in the Dalwallinu
and other districts will probably nccessitate
new settlers being brought under the board.
T regret that while the Government were intro-
ducing this Bill they did not make the beard
a permanent institution as I am satisfied its
position, merits. It would save the neecssity
for bringing o continuance Bill down every
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to the Seed Wheat Board, £33,338; -
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year and would obviate the need for their
annual debate, If the Government will accept
an amendment to continue the board for five
years I shall be pleased to move it,

On motion by Mr. Maley the debate ad-
journed.

House odjourned at 1121 pm,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., amd read prayers.

ASSENT TO BILLS.

Megsage from the Governor received and
read notifying assent to the following Bills:

1, Treasury Bonds Deficiency.
2, Health Act Continuance.

VISIT OF THE PRINCE OF WALES.
Resolution of Loyelty—Letter in Beply.

The PRESTDENT: I have received the fol-
Jowing letter from the Private Secretary
to His Excelleney the Governor—

I have the honour to euclose herewith
copy of despatch His Excellency the Gov-
ernor has received from the Right Hon-
ourabie the Secretary of State for the
Colonies—

Downing Street, lst Oectober, 1920, I
have the honour to acknowledge receipt
of your despateh No. 22 of the 13th
August transmitting Addresses to His
Majesty the King which were passed
manimously on the 5th August by the
members of the Legislative Council and
the Legislative Assembly of. Western
Australia
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The Addresses have Leen laid before
the King who has desired that the mem-
hers of the Legislative Council and As-
sembly may be informed how deeply
their Majesties have been touched and
gratificd by the warm-hearted aud atfec-
tionate welcome given to His Royal
Highucss the Prince of Wales every-
where throughont Australia.

PETITIONS (2)—PFACTORIES AND
SHOPS BILL.
Hon, E. M. CLARKL (Sonth-West) [4.35]:
L desire to present a petition from the
tradespeople of Bunbury and a petition from
the tradespeople of Collic with reference to
the Factories and Shops Bill. The petitions
contain 42 and 32 signatures respectively.
Each petition Dears the cdriificate of the
(Clerk that it is in accordanze with the
Standing Orders of the Uouncil, and contains
no langunge disrespeetful to the Legislature.
| move—
That the petitions be received and read.
Question put and passed; petitions received
and read and ordered to le on the Table of
the House.

BILL—FACTORIES AND SHOPS.
In Committee—Progress arrested.

Hon. J. Bwing in the Chair; the Minister
for Education in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1—Short Title and Commencement:

The CHAIRMAN: 'The question is that
the clause stand as printed.

Hon. Sir E. H, WITTENOOM: I move an
amendment— )

That the
Cthair,
Amendment put and a division taken with

the following result—

Chairman do now leave the

T & |
Noes .. .. .. .. e .. .. 10
Majovity for .. 1
AYES.
Hon. R. G. Ardagh Hon, J. Mlls
Hon. E. M. Clarke Hon. J. Nichelson
Hon. V. Hameraley Hon. E. Rose
Hen. J. I, Holmea Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenoom
Hon, A. Lovekin ' Hoa. J. Duffell
Hon. C. McHenzle ! {Teiter.)
NoEs.
Hon. C. F. Baxter Hon, A. H. Panton
Hon. H. P. Colebatch Hen. A. Sanderson
Hon. J. Cornell Hon. A. J. H. Saw
Hon. J. E. Dodd Hon. J. Cunnlogham
Hon. E. H. Harrls (Telicr.)
Hon. T. Moore

Amendment thus passed.

The Chairman accordingly left the Chaix
and the Bil! lapsed.

[COUNCIL.]

BILL—SALE OF 1.1QUOR REGULATIO
ACT CONTINUANCE.

Beeond Reading.

MINISTER FOR EDUCATIO
H, P. Colebatch—East) [4.47] |
woving the sccond reading said: This

purely a continnance  Biil, similar to th:
which has been passed each year sinee t
measure wag first enacted in 1915, I do n
Know that it is necessary for me to say an
thing further in regard to the matter, an
T move—

That the Bill he now read a second tim

The
{Hon,

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time,

Tn Committee.

Bill passed through Committee without ds
bate, reported without amendment, and th
report adopted.

BILL—LICEXSING ACT AMENDMEN'
CONTINUAXNGE,
Sccond Reading.

The MINISTER YOR EDUCATIO!
(Hon. H, P, Colchateh—EBast) [451] ¥
mwving the second reading wsaid: This als
iy a continuance measure, to extend the o
cration of the Licensing Aet Awmendmen
Act of 1914, which has heen renewed from
vear to year, I move—

That the Bill be now read a seeond time

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee,

Bill passed throngl
dchate, reported without
the report adopted.

Committce withou
amendment, an

BILLS (3)—FIRST READING.
1, Railways Classification Board.
2, Tnnkeepers,
3, Meekatharra-Horseshoe Railwey.
Received from the Legislative Assembly

BILL—GUARDIANSHIP OF INFANTS

Message from the Assembly received
notifying that it had agreed to the coun.
¢il’s amendments,

MOTION—FEDERAL CONSTITUTION,
CONVENTION.

Debate resumed from the 17¢th November
on the following motion by Hou. A, Sander-
son—

That in the opinion of this House a Fed-
cral Convention, with cqual State repre-
sentation, should be appointed by the elee-
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tors of each State on the basis of propor-
tional representation to make represgnta-
tions with a view of revising the Federal
Congtitution, and that the Government of
Woestern  Australia be  requested to urge
thiz opinion upon the Commonwealth Gov-
crnment.

Hon.~ A. SANDERSOX (Metropolitan-
Suburban -in reply) |4.55]: 1 have to thank
the leader of the Hotse for his able support
of this motion, and also Mr. Ewing and Mr,

Cornell  for having spoken in  support
of it. [ am gratified by the way in
which the House has received the motion.

It has been ceritieised by Me. Panton, and 1
admit at onee that 1 laid myself open to
the charge of nmot having dealt sufliciently
fully with the watter; but I cxplained, in
woving the motion, that it scemed to me os-
sential, when dealing with these big ques-
tions of public policy, not to confuse the
issucs Dy entering into detail. Det me also
say that thiz is not an isolated motion of
my  own, brought before the Chamber
without enreful consideration. It is identi-
cally the rame motion as has heen passed by
the South Auwstraliun  Parliament; and |
think that if it is passed here, as | hope it
will he cither unanimously or by a large
majority, and then transmitted to an-
othier  place  and  carried  there, it will
have some effect—I do not wish to indulge
in any exaggerated hopes—on public opinion
in Western Australin, and sowme effeet on our
members in the Federal Parliament, and
alse, [ sincerely trust, an cffect, together

with the corresponding motion from South .

Australia, on the twoe Houses of the Federal
Parlinment. T shall not detain the Tlouse at
any length this afternoon, but shall content
ayself hy saving that after a very careful
survey Wf the  whole position T am
convinced  that this propesed convention,
whirh  we  lave been promised by the
Federal (ahinet, is the most important
avent in the political history of West-
ern Auvstralin sinee the original Federal Con-
vention sat. 1 shall deal with one or two of
the poinits raised by Mr. Panton, dismissing
his objection te my attitnde of not unfeld-
ing at great length the details of this TFed-
cral problem. Surely Mr. Panton will admit
that an  individual in Western Australia,
whether inside or outside the State Parlia-
nent, might be a1 very suitable representa-
tive to semd te the convention to deal with
the machinery which we are going to set np,
although he might not be a suitable person
to send as a representative of the Labonr or
the Country or the Kationalist party. T think
the leader of the House dealt sufficiently
with Mr. Panton’s eriticism that this pro-
posal to have the States represented as
States is not democratie. The leader of the
House pointed ont very forcibly that we have
alwavs to remewmber that the cssence of this
Federation is that the States as States were
parties to the original compact. Tt is no
nse, cither for Mr. Panton or for auyone
connected with his party, to come forward
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and talk about democracy.
we have to consider is the democrocy in
Western  Australine  We have to establish,
as we hoped originally that we would estab-
lish, the equal right of the State of Western
Australin to be represented on equal terms
inn the Senate with the State, let us say, of
New South Wales. Mr, Pauton must also
he aware that unless that had been done at
the  commenecrient, when the conventions
were originally held, there would have been
uo possible chance of Western Australia, or
indecd any of the smaller States, joining up;
Joining up, that is to say, unless it felt itself
proteeted to the Fullest extent by the Senate,

The demoeracy

which was the States House. T need not
labour the point.  That has gone hy the
lioard.  The Senate no longer represents—

indeed it never did represent—the States,
It 1as hecome purely a party House. On the
suhject of proportional vepresentation, 1 ean
only endorse what the leader of the IHouse
saudd.  If there wore any serious objection
cither Dhiere or in another plaee to that
methaml of eleeting the convention, T should
be quite prepared—if it were shown that we
were gomg to be defeated—to withdraw it;
hut T put it to all seetions of the commumty
that at this vonvention it is only reasonable
and fair that we should have proportional
representafion. I shonld like to draw atten-
tion to the grave danger there is that this
matter will be postponed, postponed, post-
pened, as bas alremdy been ddone by the Fed-
eral Goverument to the heginning of next
year; every day, every month that we post-
pone coming to close quarters with this Fed-
cral  problem, the danger to our State
finances amd our State existence is increased.
I regret extremely to find, from a perusal of
the  HModeral ‘‘Hangard,’* that apparently
the Lahour party are comnitted to the poticy
that any alteration in the Federal Ronstitu-
tiom shall be brought about only by the Fed-
eral Parliament. T am ready to join issue
on that point, and T wish to emphasise the
importance of the public definitely making
uy+ their minds which they are going to have.
Are we to have our (lonstitution re-drawn by
the Federal Parliament, or are we to have a
vouvention!  The question ought to be dis-
cussed at great length throughout the land.
But if we in Western Australin have defin-
ilely deeided on the convention as against
the PFederal Parliament, it behoves us to
bring all the pressure we can on our mem-
hers in the Federal Parliament to see that
they sapport the convention as against 2 re-
drafting by Parliament of the Federal Con-
stitution. T think that eovers the important
pomtq raised dnring the dcbate. As T say,
this is only one step. When we have
passed this motion, let us send it to another
place and ask for their concurrence. When
that is assured, we can get into the public
arenq in Weltern Australia a8 soon as pos-
sible and hegin to prepare our case for sub-
mission to the convention and, if unccessary,
to the Federal Parliament, so that Western
Australia on this oeension shall not find her-
self in the position she oceupied 20 years
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ago, when she had not full represent.atlon
and full discussion of the far-reaching
effects of Federation. The result we see to-
day in the financial position of Western
Australia which, it secms to be agreed among
all those who devote time to the question,
we cannot begin to put right without first
grappling with and settling on a sound
foundation the Federal bond.

Question put and passed.
On motion by Hon. A. Sanderson, resolu-

tion transmitted by message to the Aasem-
bly, and their concurrence desired therein.

MOTION—ELECTRICAL ENERGY.
To inguire by Royal Commission.

Order of the Day read for the resumption
from 18th November of the debate on the
following motion by Hon. J. Ewing:—
“That in the. opinion of this House the Gov-
ernment ghonld appoint 2 Royal Commission
to inquire into the feasibility of geueratmg
clectrical energy at Collie and transmitting
the same from there with a view to redecing
the cost of the supply of power for indus-
trial and domecstic purposes at centres where
it is required.’’

On motion by Hon. V. Hamersley, debate
sul journed. .

BILL—IACTORIES AND SHOI'S.
To revive Commilice stage.

The MINISTER POR EDUCATION
(Hon. H. P Colebateh—East) [3.4]: [

give notiee that at the next sitting I will
" move—

That the Committee stage of the Fac-
torics and Shops Bill be revived at the
stage at which it was when the Chairman
left the Chair,

House udjoirrned at 4.5 pom.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pam., and read prayers.

QUESTION—SANDALWOOD, FKX-
EMI"TED AREAS,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN asked the Minister
for Forests: 1, Is the area that has heen
applicd for by the firm of Plamar & Co.,
L.td.,, for cutting sundalwood, tha area com-
prising Dorre and Bernier lslandst 2, 1f
not, s it the same aren as that from which
the samples of sandalwood were brought
dowu by @ Mr, Freney, and handed to Mr.
Lane-Poole, Conscrvator of Forests, for ex-
perimental purpeses? 3, What is the extent

-of the area applicd for by Plamar & Co,

Ltd., and where is it situated? 4, Will he
refrain from granting any permit in the dis-
trict to any person, company, or firm, with-
out ealling for tenders for cutting sandal-
wood ?

The MINISTER FOR FORESTS replied:
1, Yes. 2, Replied fo hy No. 1. 3, Dorre
and  Bernier lslands—30,000 acres, situated
in Shark Bay. 4, The Act provides that no
permit, the royalty from which exceeds €10,
van be granted by the Conservator withont
being submitied to tender or auction. Ten-
ders will therefore be called.

ASSEXNT TO BILLS,

Mesgage from the Governor received and
read notifying assent to the following
Rills:—

1, Treasury Bonds Deficiency.

2, Tlealth Act Continuance.

VISIT OF THE PRINCE OF WALES,
Resolution of Loyalty—Letter in reply.
Mr. SPEAKER: T have received from [lis
Excellency the Governor a copy of a de-
spateh from the Right Honourable the See-
retary of State for the Colonies as follows: -

1 have the honour to acknowledge the
receipt of your despatch No. 22, of the



